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“There is a water crisis today, but the crisis is not about 
having too little water to satisfy our needs, it is a crisis of 
managing water so badly that billions of people-and 
the environment-suffer badly.” 
								            - World Water Vision Report
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500 million gallons 
flow out of the lake everyday 
since the 1900 river reversal
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Milwaukee, Toronto, Cleveland and Chicago all draw their water from 
Lake Michigan. Milwaukee, Toronto, and Cleveland draw, use, treat, 
and return the lake water. Illinois does not return their lake draw and 

as a result are capped at drawing 2.1 billion gallons/day

500 million gallons 
flow out of the lake everyday 
since the 1900 river reversal

Northeastern Illinois is responsible for 5% 
of the pollutant load in the Gulf of Mexico 
dead zone
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“Industrial and private water demands 
have grown to exceed natural 
supplies in many parts of the world. 
Without dramatic changes in water 
management, this local scarcity will 
soon extend to regional or global 
proportion...Responsible stewardship to 

safeguard the world’s 
freshwater resources 
will require integrated 
management at 
all levels, from the 
individual to the 
international, to 
preserve the Earth 
while supporting 
the endeavors of 
humankind effectively, 
efficiently, equitably.”

-World Water Vision


